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OPINION 1205 

CARD ISOM A HIRTIPES DANA, 1852 AND 
THELPHUSA ROTUNDA QUOY & GAIMARD, 1824 

(CRUSTACEA, DECAPOD A): CONSERVED 

RULING.— (1) Under the plenary powers, the specific name 
hirtipes Lamarck, 1818, as published in the binomen Gecarcinus 
hirtipes , is hereby suppressed for the purposes of both the Law of 
Priority and the Law of Homonymy. 

(2) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List 
of Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers specified: 

(a) hirtipes Dana, 1852, as published in the binomen 
Cardisoma hirtipes (Name Number 2793); 

(b) rotunda Quoy & Gaimard, 1824, as published in the 
binomen Thelphusa rotunda (Name Number 2794). 

(3) The specific name hirtipes Lamarck, 1818, as published in 
the binomen Gecarcinus hirtipes , and as suppressed under the 
plenary powers in (1) above, is hereby placed on the Official Index 
of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology with the Name 
Number 1095. 

HISTORY OF THE CASE Z.N.(S.)2096 

An application for the suppression of Gecarcinus hirtipes 
Lamarck, 1818 was first received from Dr M. Tiirkay ( Senckenberg 
Museum) on 31 October 1974. It was sent to the printer on 16 May 
1975 and published on 22 September 1975 in Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 
32, pp. 168-170. Public notice of the possible use of the plenary 
powers in the case was given in the same part of the Bulletin as well 
as to six general periodicals and one specialist periodical. Dr 
Holthuis thought that Gecarcinus hirtipes Lamarck, 1818 and 
Cardisoma hirtipes Dana, 1852, could be synonymized by 
designating a lectotype of the latter as neotype of the former, but the 
applicant found this unsatisfactory on biogeographical grounds 
(Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 37, pp. 133-134). No other comment was 
received. 


DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 

On 29 June 1981 the members of the Commission were invited 
to vote under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (1981)1 for or 
against the proposals set out in Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 32, p. 169. At 
the close of the voting period on 29 September 1981 the state of the 
voting was as follows: 

Affirmative Votes — eighteen (18) received in the following 
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order: Melville, Alvarado, Halvorsen, Mroczkowski, Vokes, 
Sabrosky, Tortonese, Kraus, Bayer, Willink, Hahn, Habe, 
Heppell, Binder, Corliss, Nye, Welch, Bernardi 
Negative Votes — Holthuis, Cogger. 

Trjapitzin was on leave of absence. Late affirmative votes 
were received from Brinck and Lehtinen. No votes were returned by 
Dupuis, Ride and Starobogatov. 

The following comments were returned by members of the 
Commission with their voting papers: 

Hahn : ‘I follow the argument of Dr Tiirkay that the neotype of 
G. hirtipes Lamarck cannot be chosen from among Polynesian 
specimens if the type material came from Mauritius.’ 

Cogger. ‘It seems to be generally agreed that hirtipes Lamarck 
is a nomen dubium and that this statement is unaffected by the 
precise type locality. Consequently I favour Dr Holthuis’s solution, 
which is arguably inconsistent with the provisions of Article 75. 
Certainly I should prefer to resolve such a nomenclatural problem 
by using the plenary powers, if necessary, to confirm a neotype 
designation rather than to suppress a name entirely.’ 

ORIGINAL REFERENCES 

The following are the original references to names placed on 
an Official List and an Official Index by the ruling given in the 
present Opinion: 

hirtipes , Cardisoma , Dana, 1852, Proc. Acad. nat. Sci. 
Philadelphia , vol. 5, p. 253 

hirtipes , Gecarcinus , Lamarck, 1818, Hist. nat. Anim. s. Vert., 
vol. 5, p. 251 

rotundum , Thelphusa, Quoy & Gaimard, 1824, in Freycinet, Voy. 
autour monde <i Uranie ,, et “Physicienne” , (Zool.) p. 527. 

CERTIFICATE 


I hereby certify that the votes cast on V.P.(81)1 were cast as 
set out above, that the proposal contained in that voting paper has 
been duly adopted under the plenary powers, and that the decision 
so taken, being the decision of the International Commission on 
Zoological Nomenclature, is truly recorded in the present Opinion 
No. 1205. 


R.V. MELVILLE 
Secretary 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 

London 
16 November 1981 


